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I) KFKRKNCK must now be made, however reluc-
V tatitly, to the sad illness with which Miss Words-
worth was more or less afflicted for over twenty years.
At this distance of time particulars as to the com-
mencement and progress of this affliction are not easily
procurable. It appears, however, to have been about
tlu* year \$i(\ that her splendid physical energies began
to show signs of decay, In October of that year Mr.
Crabb Robinson, after mentioning a visit to Sotlthey
at Kesxvick, wrote In his diary: "Miss 1). Words-
worth's illness prevented me going to Rydal Mount."
From this illness it is, however, evident she success-
tally rallied, I am indebted to AW/M tuuf Queries for
thr following extract from a letter by Miss Dora
Wordsworth, dated ist February, 1827 ; u Aunt Words-
worth has not yet walked herself to death, which I
ui'fcn tell her she will do, though she still continues
the same tremendous pedestrian." Here we have the
key to the cause ofher subsequent prostration. From
her ardent and impassioned nature her career had
been what may be termed singularly intense. De
Quuieey, who knew her well, speaks of there beingistance of, perhaps, fifty yards from our favorite
